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I’m tracking and studying the
experiences of enslaved people who
were brought to Texas from
neighboring Confederate states
during the American Civil War.



Sheehan-Dean, Concise Historical Atlas of the U.S. Civil War, 79.





Approximately 200,000 slaves lived in Texas in 1861.

How many refugeed slaves were brought to Texas
during the War?

150,000?

30,000?

51,000 according to Baum 2008
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Significance?





Some Likely Refugee Planters in Cherokee County

Planter Slaves Taxed (1864)

Brethoupt 53

Flowers 124

R. C. Martin 27

R. L. Pugh 69

Peck 84

John Williams 44



Robert Campbell Martin, Sr.





What sorts of labor did hired-out slaves perform?

State-run factories (clothing, iron, etc.)

Small-scale grain farming

Military transportation contracts

Skilled labor like barrel-making

Railroad and road construction

Building fortifications

Salt works
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I may have my Negroes to find out who is making salt.
. . . Grissamour is working a salt spring some 75 miles
off; and I have written to him to learn if I can hire
Negroes to him. May do so to a Mr. Brooks of Smith
Co. to whom Mr. W. & Richard P. have hired theirs.

R. C. Martin, Sr., September 2, 1863, Alto, Cherokee County



Potential conclusions ...



For more information, please visit:

http://wiki.wcaleb.rice.edu

http://wiki.wcaleb.rice.edu

